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ORIGIN WHA-00 



INFO 



LOG-00 

H-01 

PER-00 



NP-00 

TEDE-00 
SS-00 



A-00 

lO-OO 
TEST-00 



EAP-00 

VCE-00 
USIE-00 



PTO6380 




RELEASED IN FULL 



EUR- 00 

NSCE-00 
DRL-02 



UTED-00 

OIC-02 

SAS-00 



VC-00 
PA- 00 
/005R 



073182 

SOURCE: CBLEXCLS. 002088 

DRAFTED BY: WHA/PDA: LSHAMILTON -- 04/17/2002 647-4726 
APPROVED BY: WHA/ PDA : CVBARCLAY 
PA: RBOUCHER (SUBS) 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION: 

DRL/BA-DMTITUS, H-MTREJO, NSC-PARMSTRONG 

87C399 172107Z /38 

P R 172103Z APR 02 
FH SBCSTATE WASHDC 

TO WESTERN HEMISPHERIC AFFAIRS DIPL POSTS PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 

AMGMBASSY DUBLIN PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 

AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO PRIORITY 

USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 

INFO AMCONSUL CIUDAD JUAREZ 
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AMCONSUL NUEVO LAREDO 

AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 

AMCONSUL TIJUANA 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

USCINCTRANS INTEL CEN SCOTT APB IL 

USCINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA 

USCINCSO MIAMI FL 

USCINCSO MACDILL AFB FL //POLAD 
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ALL POSTS FOR PAO, USSOCOM FOR POLAD 



E.O. 12958: N/A 
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Current Handling: n/a 

TAGS: OPRC, KPAO 

SUBJECT: WHA GUIDANCE, APRIL 17, 2002 
SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: 

WHA PRESS GUIDANCE, APRIL 17 (VENEZUELA) 
END SUMMARY. 



WHA PRESS GUIDANCE, APRIL 17, 2002 



.- VENEZUELA: REICH CALL TO PEDRO CARMONA 

QUESTION: DID ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE REICH SPEAK WITH 
VENEZUELA'S THEN INTERIM PRESIDENT ON FRIDAY APRIL 12 TO 
ADVISE HIM TO NOT DISSOLVE THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A: CONTRARY TO A REPORT IN THE NEW YORK TIMES, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY REICH DID NOT SPEAK WITH THEN- INTERIM PRESIDENT 
PEDRO CARMONA ON FRIDAY APRIL 12 OR AT ANY OTHER TIME DURING 
VENEZUELA'S CRISIS LAST WEEK. 

THROUGH OUR EMBASSY IN CARACAS, AMBASSADOR REICH DID CONVEY 
THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT THAT THE INTERIM 
GOVERNMENT WOULD RESPECT THE INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICES OP 
DEMOCRACY IN VENEZUELA, INCLUDING THE CONTINUED FUNCTIONING 
OF ALL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT. 

IF PRESSED: OVER THE COURSE OF FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 
AMBASSADOR SHAPIRO SPOKE WITH A NUMBER OF VENEZUELANS 
INVOLVED IN THE EVENTS THERE, INCLUDING THEN INTERIM 
PRESIDENT CARMONA { 

THE ASSERTION THAT THE UNITED STATES SOUGHT TO "STAGE MANAGE" 
THE SITUATION IN VENEZUELA, IS FLATLY INCORRECT. OUR 
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS, LIKE THOSE OP OUR DEMOCRATIC ALLIES, WERE 
FOCUSED ON HELPING VENEZUELANS RESOLVE THEIR CRISIS 
PEACEFULLY AND DEMOCRATICALLY. 

THROUGH REGULAR DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS BOTH IN WASHINGTON AND IN 
CARACAS, WE MADE CLEAR OUR REJECTION OP ANY UNCONSTITUTIONAL, 
UNDEMOCRATIC EFFORT BY ANY PARTY IN VENEZUELA. 
POWELL 
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